Factitious disorder presenting as bacteremia. Case report and literature review.
A factitious disorder is typically a chronic illness that can be frustrating for the clinical team because it often eludes early diagnosis. Case reports in the literature show that patients can simulate almost any illness or disease state with some resorting to injecting themselves with contaminated substances to produce infection. A case is reported of a patient with self-induced bacteremia who presented with multiple episodes of polymicrobial bloodstream infections. The various types of factitious disorders and a review of treatment options are discussed. The current criteria for factitious disorders in the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM-IV) 4th edition are reviewed.